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WHO WE ARE
The Other Press has been Douglas College’s student 
newspaper since 1976. Since 1978 we have been an 
autonomous publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under the Society Act 
of British Columbia, governed by an eight-person board 
of directors appointed by  and from our staff. Our head 
office is located in the New Westminster campus.  
The Other Press is published weekly during the fall 
and winter semesters, and monthly during the summer. 
We receive our funding from a student levy collected 
through tutition fees every semester at registration, 
and from local and national advertising revenue. The 
Other Press is a member of the Canadian University 
Press (CUP), a syndicate of student 
newspapers that includes papers from 
all across Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the 
right to choose what we will publish, 
and we will not publish material that 
is hateful, obscene, or condones or 
promotes illegal activities. Submissions 
may be edited for clarity and brevity 
if necessary. All images used are 
copyright to their respective owners. 
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It was recently announced that Tina Fey and Amy Poehler will host the 2013 Golden Globe awards, and I couldn’t be happier; 
I’m not huge of awards shows (the stuff I like rarely wins and 
the boring parts are too paint drying-y for my taste), but this is 
probably the best news I’ve heard all month.
In a world where women are more widely revered for 
maintaining concave stomachs than for being successful at, well, 
almost anything, Fey and Poehler have managed to infiltrate the 
most-superficial industry possible—and be smarter and funnier 
than they are pretty (Don’t get me wrong—these women are 
gorgeous by anyone’s standards…they’re just really funny). And 
they are being rewarded with a huge audience. Together. To me, 
this accomplishment is a sort-of miracle. 
Fey and Poehler have been friends for a long time. They 
started out as nobody’s together (both began their careers 
experimenting with improv as part of The Second City), they’ve 
enjoyed great success together (Saturday Night Live’s 2008 election 
specials featuring Fey as Sarah Palin and Poehler as Hillary 
Clinton both captured and satirized a momentous occasion in 
history), and they’ve endured some not-so-victorious times 
together, too (think Baby Mama). Through it all, they’ve supported 
each other, and continued to create comedy gold, both jointly and 
individually. 
Lately, I’ve been thinking a lot about real life Mean Girls. 
There are a lot of women out there that view the successes of other 
women as a threat, and will do anything to cut them down. There 
are a lot of women out there that are willing to destroy the lives 
of other women by participating in affairs with other people’s 
partners. There are a lot of women that will go out of their way to 
make other women feel worthless. And for what?
I’ll admit that I too have been the mean girl at times, but I’ve 
also been lucky enough to have a few women who’ve stood by me 
and supported me unconditionally (thanks, Michelle).
So, girls, if Amy and Tina can be better together, can’t we all 
learn from their example? If nothing else, let’s all 
tune in to the Golden Globes in January and show 
our support for them. After all, “Girl Power” is 
more than just something to embroider on a Spice 
Girl’s bustier; it’s a way of life.
Liz + Leslie 
Forever
Sharon Miki
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Japanese researchers 
stepping it up
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
Wheelchair users have long been 
plagued by simple tasks 
such as maneuvering 
out of tight spaces 
or climbing stairs. 
However, thanks to a 
team of researchers from 
the Chiba Institute of 
Technology in Japan, 
such struggles may soon 
be rendered obsolete.
The technology 
makes use of a four-
wheel drive and an 
advanced detection sys-
tem to provide a smooth 
experience for the rider. 
When the chair encoun-
ters a step, it progresses 
by “walking.” By utiliz-
ing its wheels as legs, 
lifting and advancing one 
wheel and then the other, 
while the back wheels 
serve as stabilizers and 
then repeat the action, the 
chair effectively elimi-
nates a historical  
impediment to 
wheelchair users. 
“The robot has five 
sensors on its feet, to 
see if there’s anything 
nearby,” explained Shuro 
Nakajima, an associate 
professor at the Institute 
and the leader for the 
project. “If a sensor 
detects a step, the robot 
calculates whether it 
can lift that leg. It can’t 
raise its wheels right 
away, so the steering 
system at the rear makes 
preparatory motions 
to gain stability.” 
By realigning the con-
figuration of its wheels 
and deploying supports 
to the side, the chair can 
also perform a 180-degree 
turn, allowing the user to 
go in reverse safely and 
comfortably instead of 
blindly backing up like a 
conventional wheelchair. 
In addition to this, when 
the technology encoun-
ters a slope on one side of 
it, it simply matches the 
incline with that side’s 
wheels and proceeds as if 
it were on level ground.
A downside of 
the chair could be the 
awkward angles that 
the operator has to deal 
with while the unit 
tackles various obstacles. 
However, the research 
team covered that too. 
Thanks again to its 
sensors, the chair’s seat 
is constantly adjusted 
throughout the motions 
of the unit so that the 
rider can remain in a 
relaxed, level position. 
Nakajima stressed 
that the unit is likely 
still some time away 
from public use, but 
is coming along.
“For now, we’re 
presenting this system 
and form as a concept, 
and the motion has 
mostly been worked 
out,“ said Nakajima. 
“So, we’re at the stage 
where we can show this 
robot to the world. In the 
next phase, we’ll get a 
variety of people to try 
it, so we can fine-tune 
the user experience.”
15 disciplinary letters 
are sent to various 
members 
By Anne Marie 
Abraham, Contributor
Last week, 15 members of the BC 
Conservative Party were 
sent disciplinary letters 
from the party president, 
Al Siebring, for violating 
the processes in the par-
ty’s bylaws from Section 
11.04. The members 
were accused of making 
public calls demanding 
a resignation from John 
Cummins not long after 
the meeting took place. 
The letters included the 
terminations of some 
members, while others 
were letters of censure.
At the BC 
Conservative party’s 
annual general meeting 
last month, a vote was 
held that threatened the 
position party leader, 
John Cummins. The 
opponents within the 
party were unsatisfied 
with the party’s perfor-
mance in two spring 
by-elections. At 70.1 per 
cent, Cummins won the 
vote and retained his 
role as party leader.
Cummins warned 
the dissidents at the end 
of the meeting to “get in 
line or leave the party.” 
In retaliation, the dis-
sidents demanded that 
Cummins step down as 
party leader. They argued 
Cummins’ suitability for 
leading the party into 
the May 2013 election. 
The consequences of 
the meeting led John 
van Dongen, the party’s 
only sitting member 
of the legislature, to 
quit the party and to 
sit as an independent. 
As a result, the Board 
of the BC Conservative 
Party passed two motions 
to ensure the same viola-
tions would not occur 
a second time. The first 
motion was to build a 
“Unity Committee.” 
This Committee will 
move towards the 
improvement of their 
internal processes. The 
party is looking for 
more communication 
between the members, 
the Constituency 
Association Presidents, 
and the Boards. The 
intent is for the party 
to function together.
Vice-President 
Christine Clarke and 
Director Dennis Brooks 
are expected to be part 
of the Committee, with 
Director Daniel Brooks 
acting as chairman.
The second motion 
is to express the party’s 
“full confidence and 
support for John 
Cummins as the Leader 
of the BC Conservative 
Party heading into the 
May 2013 election.”
Allison Patton, a 
former Constituency 
Association President in 
Surrey, sent out photos 
of herself with a framed 
copy of her expulsion 
letter in hand. She claims 
that she is ignorant as 
to why she has been 
branded a dissident. 
Patton, along with a 
fellow dissident, Ariane 
Eckardt, will challenge 
Leader John Cummins in 
a debate if the call for a 
“Truth and Reconciliation 
Committee” is ignored. 
Patton has given the 
party seven days 
to make a “Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Committee” or 
accept the debate.
A recent Angus 
Reid poll was released 
last Friday. The results 
showed that support 
for the Conservative 
Party had fallen from 
19 to 16 per cent. 
Advances in wheelchair technology
Infighting with the BC Conservative party
John Cummins
Photo courtesy of Surrey NOW
Cummins warned the dissidents at the end of 
the meeting to “get in line or leave the party.
5Newswww.theotherpress.ca
A chat with Judy Darcy 
By Dylan Hackett, 
News Editor
Last week I had the chance 
to speak with BCNDP 
candidate for the riding of 
New Westminster, Judy 
Darcy. Below is an excerpt 
of the conversation.
First off, could you 
please tell our readers 
of your background, 
personal history, and 
how you came to be the 
BC NDP candidate for 
New Westminster?
I’ve been involved in 
standing up for issues 
that affect students, that 
affect working people, 
affect seniors, and the 
environment for my 
entire life… my first 
involvement was the 
student movement, the 
women’s movement, 
the peace movement, 
and the trade union 
movement and in all of 
the work that I’ve done, 
what I’ve focused on is 
bringing people together 
around common issues. 
For instance, when I was 
Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE) 
president and I repre-
sented a wide variety of 
folks across the county, 
we initiated a national, 
provincial, and local 
coalition called Water 
Watch. It was about 
bringing together envi-
ronmental organizations, 
Council of Canadians, 
citizens groups, and 
water workers.
I have worked for years 
with the Canadian 
Federation of Students, 
nationally and in BC, 
about issues of access to 
post-secondary educa-
tion. Healthcare—we’re 
really trying to bring 
together the interests of 
those who provide health 
care with those who 
receive health care. That’s 
what my life has been all 
about. That’s what gets 
me up in the morning 
and has for a long, long 
time. You reach a certain 
point in the province of 
British Columbia where 
you say, if we’re going to 
make some real changes 
in people’s lives you 
have to get political. 
So I decided to run for 
nomination for the NDP.
How did the nomina-
tion process go?
I was acclaimed like 
Hector [Bremner] was, 
like the Conservative 
candidate may well be 
(he isn’t official yet). I 
had very strong sup-
port in the community 
and I was acclaimed 
a year ago, on August 
30, because we thought 
the election was going 
to be in the fall of 2011, 
but it was the day after 
I was nominated that 
the premier announced 
“Nope, we’re going back 
to the fixed date.” It’s 
been 13 months with 
seven months to go 
and we’re gearing up.
What was your previ-
ous post of employ-
ment before this?
I was head of the 
Hospital Employees’ 
Union. I was the media 
spokesperson, chief 
negotiator. I spent a lot 
of time on issues related 
to public health care and 
access to health care, 
seniors care, advocating 
for more cost-effective 
ways to provide health 
care to our community.
Say you’re elected 
as MLA for the New 
Westminster rid-
ing—what are your 
plans for the Royal 
Columbian Hospital?
Well, I keep trying to get 
a handle on what the 
government is trying 
to do because it’s just 
one concept plan after 
another, after another. 
There was something 
new that was said just 
a few days ago and you 
have to go over it with a 
magnifying glass just to 
see if there’s actually any 
money being committed. 
There’s no question that 
we need moderniza-
tion and that we need 
upgrading of facilities.
You’re running in a 
riding that has proved 
to be, for most of 
the last half-century, 
NDP-supporting. Do 
you think this makes 
the campaign trail 
easier? Has it already 
made it easier?
I do not take anything 
for granted. I have been 
working my butt off 
since last August. The 
polls have been looking 
good but I agree with 
Adrian Dix in saying 
those polls are going to 
narrow, but I am work-
ing day in and day out 
to win the confidence 
and the trust of voters 
in New Westminster.
Hector Bremner is 
fairly confident in his 
position as BC Liberal 
candidate, citing the 
changing demographics 
of New Westminster as 
a reason why the riding 
might not want to be 
represented by labour 
this spring. What are 
your thoughts on that?
Yes, the demographics 
are changing somewhat, 
for sure. A lot of the 
seniors who’ve had 
their own homes before 
are moving into condos 
in New Westminster. 
We have an incredibly 
diverse riding here. It’s a 
lovely, lovely riding in its 
diversity. I don’t believe 
in politics of division. 
As MLA, I wouldn’t 
want to be more about 
this group than another 
group because at the end 
of the day, people have 
the same interests. They 
care about the kids in 
their schools, about their 
access to post-secondary 
education, students are 
concerned about the 
jobs out there after their 
post-secondary educa-
tion and their parents 
are too! And seniors.
What is the NDP going 
to do for students if 
elected into govern-
ment this spring?
The first commitment 
that Adrian Dix made 
after he was elected 
leader was that he was 
going to be the Education 
Premier. If you follow 
his message, wherever 
he’s speaking, not just 
to NDP audiences, to 
the Vancouver Board of 
Trade, he went in there 
and said that “I’m about 
access to post-secondary 
education, skills and 
apprenticeship training, 
investing in good jobs, 
investing in the economy, 
and overcoming inequal-
ity.” Economic develop-
ment and overcoming 
inequality have to go 
hand-in-hand. He said 
we’re going to reinstate 
the non-refundable 
student grant program 
that was scrapped by the 
Liberals. He has said that 
from day one and he said 
here’s how we’re going 
to pay for it—we’re going 
to have a tax on banks 
and financial institutions.
Do you have cabi-
net ambitions?
My goal is to be the MLA 
for New Westminster. 
Those decisions are 
made by the premier of 
the province. My goal is 
to win election for New 
Westminster and to give 
the best representation I 
can to this constituency 
and bring my experience 
out and speak for all 
parts of the constituency 
in all its diversity.
Is there anything else 
you’d like the readers of 
The Other Press to know 
about you campaign?
We’re really gearing up 
now. We had a fabulous 
fundraiser with Stephen 
Lewis, who has done lots 
of incredible things in 
his life. We packed the 
Columbia Theatre. It was 
just buzzing, packed to 
the gills! I’m very proud 
that my campaign has 
attracted a number of 
students as volunteers. 
We’re really out in the 
community and there’s 
nothing I like better than 
talking to people on their 
doorstep! Some people 
who run for office don’t 
like that part of it, that’s 
what it’s about! You 
find out what people 
want, you look them 
in the eye, what issues 
they’re about, they invite 
you into their home, 
you hear their stories!
We’re going to have a 
dynamic campaign that 
involves a broad cross-
section of people and I 
hope, next May, to be the 
MLA—to give the best 
possible representation to 
this constituency. I love it. 
It’s an amazing commu-
nity. There aren’t many 
communities like it.
Judy Darcy 
Photo courtesy of www.straight.com
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A weekly 
geopolitical update 
By Keating Smith, 
Contributor
Africa: (Ethiopia) 
Political leaders in Sudan 
and South Sudan have 
reached a tentative 
deal around having 
“soft borders” and 
demilitarized zones in 
certain geographical 
areas of both countries 
in order to resume 
production of much 
needed gas and oil 
revenue. South Sudan’s 
Petroleum Minister 
said “it would be three 
months before oil reached 
international markets,” as 
translated by the BBC.
Americas: (Uruguay) 
The Uruguayan Senate 
has passed a bill to 
legalize abortion in the 
predominately Roman 
Catholic country. Before, 
abortion was only 
allowed in the case of 
rape or serious health 
issues for women. 
Uruguay is the second 
Latin American country 
to legalize abortion, after 
Cuba.
Asia- Central & South: 
(Sri Lanka) Selvarasa 
Pathmanathan, 
considered to be the last 
leader of the Tamil Tigers, 
has been freed from 
military custody. He is 
wanted by Indian officials 
for his involvement 
in the assassination 
of India’s former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. According to 
a spokesperson for the 
Sri Lankan government, 
“He is running a non-
government organization 
and doing work for the 
benefit of the people 
[where] he is free to do his 
work.”
Asia- Pacific: (China) 
A military exercise 
conducted by China’s 
navy last week in the 
Eastern China Sea is 
creating more tension 
between China and Japan 
over a disputed group 
of islands. The waters 
surrounding the disputed 
islands are thought to 
be full of rich fishing 
grounds and potential oil 
resources.
Europe: (Netherlands) 
Bosnian Serb wartime 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
has told the United 
Nations’ Yugoslav 
war crimes court he 
should  “be rewarded for 
‘reducing suffering’ and 
not accused of carrying 
out war crimes,” reports 
Aljazeera. Karadzic faces 
10 charges of genocide 
from the conflict which 
took place in the Balkans 
during the early 1990’s.
Middle East: (Lebanon) 
Wissam al-Hassan, an 
intelligence officer for 
the Lebanese Internal 
Security Forces, was 
killed in a car bombing 
in Beirut which has also 
killed eight other people.  
Al-Hassan was a key 
figure in Lebanon who 
supported the armed 
opposition in Syria and 
was responsible for 
finding those responsible 
for the murder of former 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafiq Hariri in 2005.
Recent projects 
include a new com-
puter lab and public 
address system
By Dylan Hackett, 
News Editor
The Douglas Students’ Union (DSU) has 
installed 20 new com-
puters as part of an 
upcoming study space 
for students. The new 
room is aimed to be the 
next go-to study space 
for students and will 
ease user traffic on the 
often maxed out stations 
available in the New 
Westminster library.
“We bought 20 new 
computers for the com-
puter lab we’re going to 
be opening up later this 
semester for students,” 
said Jill Griffin, External 
Relations Coordinator. 
The lab will also boast 
a new printing station.
“We’re also bringing 
in additional printing 
for students so if they 
run out of the Douglas 
College [print credits] 
they will be able to get 
free printing in our lab 
when it comes to be,” 
said Jesse Stemberg, 
Internal Relations 
Coordinator. “We know 
that it’s very hard to 
get computers in the 
library, especially during 
midterms, and we’re 
just bringing in another 
space where people 
can come and study.”
The DSU also recently 
passed a budget proposal 
for a new public address 
system connected to 
the rest of the New 
Westminster campus. 
”At this moment, we 
are not connected with 
Douglas College, so in 
the event of an emer-
gency, say, a person that 
comes into the school is 
dangerous. And today, 
we had the evacuation 
drill for earthquakes 
and we at the student 
union weren’t connected 
to that in any way, so 
this will help to connect 
us together for safety 
reasons,” said Stemberg.
“It was recommended 
from the college,” told 
Griffin. “It was recom-
mended that it’s in 
the best interest of the 
members, our staff, and 
ourselves as directors 
who work here to be 
connected with them for 
the safety system. We 
agreed with the recom-
mendation. It makes 
sense that we should be 
communicating when 
it comes to this.”
Also on the horizon 
this week is the DSU pub 
night on Thursday, which 
is now only for students 
of legal drinking age.
“It’s going to be 
Halloween themed. 
People come in and 
dress up. We’re really 
looking forward to 
it,” said Griffin.
Douglas Students’ Union building undergoes fall changes
Douglas College New Westminster computer lab
Photo courtesy of Anne Marie Abraham
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By Marc Thompson, 
Contributor
It takes a lot of guts to re-release a game 
that’s regarded as one of 
the best PC games of all 
time. It also takes a lot of 
talent to do as fantastic 
a job as Firaxis and 2K 
Games have done here. 
In XCOM: Enemy 
Unknown, players 
control a multi-national 
task force designed to 
deal with a sudden alien 
threat in the near future. 
The game is divided into 
two modes: strategic 
and turn-based. In the 
strategic portion of 
the game, you control 
XCOM HQ, allocating 
your limited resources to 
defend the entire globe 
while researching new 
technologies to fight 
the alien menace. In 
the turn-based tactical 
mode, you control the 
actions of your elite 
squad of soldiers against 
a wide variety of aliens. 
This is no FPS; careful 
tactics, flanking, and use 
of special weapons are 
absolutely required if you 
want any of your soldiers 
to live. Your troops are 
anything but bulletproof, 
unlike your enemy scum. 
As time goes on, your 
troops will get better 
gear and pick up new 
skills for as long as they 
last—which may be 
shorter than you think.
This game is both 
highly engaging and 
highly challenging. 
You’ll likely find yourself 
screaming “NO!!!” 
at least once when 
something goes horribly 
wrong. I recommend it 
to strategy game fans 
who want a challenge, 
and wholeheartedly for 
fans of the original. Just 
remember to breathe 
when your entire team 
gets gunned down 
by a cyberdisk.
By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
It’s October, which means it’s finally time for 
AMC’s The Walking Dead 
to shamble its gory brand 
of zombie apocalypse 
drama onto our television 
screens. Sunday funday is 
back, this time with less 
train wreck-Shane (Jon 
Bernthal) and more hair.
Episode one of season 
three starts approximately 
seven months after the 
end of season two in 
television time, which 
is easily deduced by the 
cast’s ‘90s grunge-inspired 
hairdos, and of course 
Lori’s (Sarah Wayne Callies) 
massive baby bump. 
Morale is understandably 
low amongst our group 
of straggling heroes, who 
have been cleverly evading 
walkers through the 
cunning use of maps and 
their own tasty brain meat.
There’s been a lot of off-
screen world building, and 
through some exposition 
early on in the episode we 
learn more about the horde 
mentality of the walkers. 
The gang is confident in 
their slaying skills, Carol 
(Melissa McBride) has 
become “a good shot,” and 
everyone’s hero Sheriff 
McSexy Rick Grimes 
(Andrew Lincoln) seems 
to have outfitted his pistol 
with a MacGyvered silencer. 
Andrea (Laurie Holden) 
is still separated from the 
group, but has bonded 
with the latest addition to 
the talented ensemble cast, 
comic book fan-favourite 
Michonne (Danai Gurira) 
and her pet walkers-on-
chains.
Episode one brings the 
gore and suspense, along 
with exciting new plot 
developments (fortress, 
anyone?) and only a little 
bit of the ponderous pace 
that plagued the first 
half of season two. If you 
were staying away from 
The Walking Dead for that 
reason, I’d recommend 
catching up and tuning 
in to season three. If the 
premiere is any indication, 
this season is going to be all 
about action.
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
In Sarah Polley’s latest endeavor, the Canadian 
darling challenges herself 
by switching from fic-
tion to documentary. 
But the real challenge 
for Polley lies in the fact 
that her film, Stories We 
Tell, is actually a doc 
that, amongst other 
things, examines who 
her biological father is.
Staging the man who 
raised her, Michael Polley, 
in front of two cameras, 
Michael narrates the film 
with a poetic flow written 
by Sarah—in the character 
of Michael. Through a 
number of interviews 
with her four half-siblings, 
family friends, and three 
of the four men that could 
be her father, we get a 
very personal, endearing, 
if not damaged look into 
this particular generation 
of the “Polley” family.
At the heart of the 
story though, the doc is 
really about how different 
people can recount the 
same story; what bits and 
pieces meant more to 
some friends and family, 
and what didn’t to others. 
One sibling might recount 
abuse, while another, 
growing up in the same 
household, has their 
mind on other matters.
While the subject of 
Sarah’s father is internal to 
the story, it’s her mother, 
the long since passed 
Diane, who truly steals 
the show. Affairs or no 
affairs, her siblings, prob-
able fathers, and family 
friends all remember 
Diane fondly as a loveable, 
excitable actress who just 
wanted to find something 
resembling true love.
Sweet, beautifully 
shot, and at times heart-
breaking, Stories We Tell 
is a Canadian doc for the 
history books, and pos-
sibly Sarah’s best film yet.
The engaging, frustrating world of ‘XCOM: Enemy Unknown’
‘The Walking Dead’ walks back into our hearts
Polley defines her craft with ‘Stories We Tell’
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A loving send-off 
to Douglas’ Ellen 
Silverman
By Kayla Steinman, 
Contributor
Last Tuesday we had a beautiful, albeit bitter-
sweet, concert for one of 
Douglas College’s most 
amazing music instruc-
tors: the Farewell Concert 
for Ellen Silverman. After 
32 years of dedication 
and love for teaching, 
Ellen Silverman is now 
retiring, and we will miss 
her artistic presence.
It was a wonderful 
concert, in which four of 
Silverman’s former stu-
dents came and played. 
The concert began with 
three amazing young 
women playing the 
entrance piece: In-Hee 
Kim on flute, Soo-Hee 
Lee on cello, and Jeeyeon 
Han on the piano. I 
imagine Silverman was 
in awe of the talent 
she helped create; if I 
were their teacher, I’d 
be proud to see and 
hear these students of 
mine play. The last of 
Silverman’s students that 
played was Konstantin 
Klimov, on the piano. 
But as amazing 
as these four up-and-
coming artists were, 
the real reason most of 
us were there was to 
hear one of the last on-
campus performances 
by Silverman, and it was 
definitely something to 
look forward to. It’s easy 
to understand why she 
is so well-loved by her 
former students and the 
faculty. Ellen’s husband, 
Robert Silverman, who 
is also a music teacher 
at Douglas, joined Ellen 
in playing the piano. 
Ellen and Robert were 
so in sync while playing 
together, it was as if they 
were in their own world; 
just them and the piano.
Ellen Silverman  
has been a teacher at 
Douglas College since 
1980. In that time, she 
has become the Head 
of the Piano Division, 
giving numerous solo 
recitals, and working 
with other facilities. She 
has also worked with the 
Douglas College choirs 
over the years as a piano 
accompany. She holds 
a master’s degree from 
Syracuse University, on 
top of graduating from 
Eastman School of Music.
Silverman stated that 
she plans to continue 
working at her private 
studio in Vancouver and 
join in on music festivals 
around the province. 
We wish her the best of 
luck in retirement, and 
may the relaxation that 
retirement brings be as 
satisfying as teaching so 
many brilliant students. 
Farewell to a beloved instructor
Scares on the big screen
What Halloween 
movies has 2012 
brought us?
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Halloween is upon us yet again, which 
can only mean parties 
galore! However, the 
actual date, October 31, 
falls annoyingly enough 
on a Wednesday this 
year; weekend parties or 
not, there’s always a little 
twinge of joy in our black 
hearts when we can actu-
ally celebrate Halloween 
on the day-of. With 
that, I present to you an 
alternative; see a movie 
this Halloween—mon-
sters, scares, fucked-up 
scenarios, we got ‘em all!
Firstly though, maybe 
you’ve got a younger sib-
ling, a niece or nephew, 
or maybe kids of your 
own; you obviously 
want to get them in the 
Halloween spirit without 
traumatizing them. The 
critical hit ParaNorman 
might be out of theatres 
now, but luckily we’ve 
got Hotel Transylvania 
and Tim Burton’s 
Frankenweenie for alterna-
tives. Hotel Transylvania 
serves as a literal monster 
mash, with everyone 
from Dracula (Adam 
Sandler) to Frankenstein 
(Kevin James) to zombies 
playing a role in their 
wacky hotel setting. 
As for Frankenweenie, 
we’re very likely get-
ting a somewhat more 
traditional Halloween 
movie, with less rubbery 
CGI and more black-
and-white stop motion 
to look forward to as 
young Victor brings his 
dead dog Sparky back to 
life—Mary Shelley style!
But of course, maybe 
you want something a 
little more twisted; some-
thing with scares that 
make you jump perhaps? 
The latest scary movie to 
add to the found footage 
genre, Sinister, changes 
things up a bit by also 
actually having a story to 
follow—that and every-
one’s nightmare fuel 
card: creepy children. 
And replacing Saw as the 
go-to horror franchise, 
we’ve received the 
fourth installment of the 
Paranormal Activity series, 
which other than an 
increased budget, we can 
assume will hold much 
of the same jump-out-
of-you-seat scare tactics 
that the previous films 
have been recognized for.
As for something that 
tries to apply substance 
over scares to literally 
get under your skin, 
Canada’s contribution to 
Halloween this year is 
Antiviral. Something that 
should be able to attract 
both a more refined 
film crowd as well as 
people that just want to 
see something weird, 
Brandon Cronenberg’s 
debut film very much fol-
lows in his father’s early 
footsteps. Incorporating 
twisted psychology and 
many a gory moments, 
we watch as people 
obsess over celebrities on 
a far more extreme level.
Finally, if you 
want something with 
a little more action, 
Silent Hill: Revelation 
(yes, in 3-D) comes out 
this Friday, October 
26. Very much like the 
game series Revelation 
is based on, there are 
bound to be a number 
of frights, as well as a 
number of horrifically 
violent moments. And 
regardless of whether 
the movie is faithful to 
the games or not (we 
all know it won’t be, so 
save your breath and 
stop pretending it will), 
we’ve at least got some 
very sexy Pyramid Head 
and Nurse moments 
to look forward to.
Just about everything 
in this list should speak 
to someone, and therefore 
will hopefully bring them 
a Halloween film to make 
sleeping just a tad more 
difficult on that faithful 
Wednesday night. Don’t 
forget though, if none 
of these options are 
appealing to you, there 
are about some 500-odd 
horror, or at least psy-
chological if not violent, 
movies in existence you 
could watch instead. One 
I must suggest being the 
ridiculously underrated 
1979 David Cronenberg 
classic (sorry junior) The 
Brood; find that shit and 
prepare to be mortified!
Ellen Silverman
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Looking behind ‘Dangerous Corner’
A naturalistic 
1930s mystery 
thriller presented 
by Douglas College
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
Director Thrasso “Thrasbro” Petras, 
who brought The Very 
Ecstasy of Love and 
Jehanne of the Witches 
to the Laura C. Muir 
Theatre here at Douglas 
College last year, is 
getting ready to show 
off his latest project, 
Dangerous Corner by J.B. 
Priestley from November 
2 to 10 in the Studio 
Theatre. Expect to see a 
different style from what 
Petras has done with 
his previous work, as 
Dangerous Corner focuses 
more on the subtleties 
within the characters 
throughout the play.
“It’s totally different 
because all of these layers 
[within the characters] 
are slowly revealed, and 
like [The Very Ecstasy of 
Love] or Twelfth Night, like 
a lot of the plays that I’ve 
done here [in the past] 
are big and everyone’s 
wearing their heart on 
their sleeve and you just 
know what’s going on,” 
says Petras. “[Dangerous 
Corner] is all about 
people that are living 
in a world like 1930s 
England that’s essentially 
pretty repressed and 
you behaved according 
to certain social norms 
and you did not deviate 
from those social norms 
and if you did you paid a 
heavy, heavy price.”
Unlike Petras’ 
previous several plays 
which were brought to 
life in the Muir theatre, 
Dangerous Corner is, 
again, being put on 
in the Studio theatre 
which serves as a close-
up, intimate space for 
the audience to get 
completely engaged 
within. 
“The Studio [theatre] 
is actually a really good 
place [for this play] 
because it’s seemingly 
a parlour room drama, 
like an English Agatha 
Christie-esque parlour 
room drama but the 
layers are so much 
deeper in terms of the 
relationships that these 
characters are having, 
and I think there does 
need to be a feel of 
intimacy and also a little 
bit [of a feeling] that 
something is off. We’re 
trying to set it up so that 
you get the feeling right 
away that something is a 
bit skewed, something is 
a bit wrong.”
This naturalistic 1930s 
mystery thriller takes on 
the role of an evolving 
crime drama that carries 
the audience through 
a character driven, 
accent-filled, extravagant 
adventure that will surely 
leave you waiting to find 
out what’s next.
“It feels like this is an 
evolving crime that you 
slowly start to realize 
[what] is going on and 
every time there’s a 
revelation [you’re taking 
a new picture of the 
situation],” says Petras. 
“We’re having a lot of 
fun working with accents 
which I love to do. I just 
love it because it informs 
the character so much 
and the accents enhance 
the character you build 
around. The accent 
[acts] as a foundation 
sometimes of character.”
One of the most 
difficult parts of the 
process is choosing the 
right play to include a 
handful of students and 
genders to fit the roles of 
the specific characters. 
Finding that perfect 
combination to serve the 
actors/students, as well 
as the purpose of the 
play, can be a strenuous 
task.
“It’s a very bizarre 
thing that never happens 
anywhere else where you 
try and find a play to suit 
seven, eight, nine diverse 
people. Really when you 
try and do it, it’s kind of 
ludicrous and impossible. 
And every year there are 
these discussions with 
faculty about, ‘what 
about this play,’ and 
you never find a perfect 
play but then once you 
start rehearsal you try 
and find that mash. That 
mash to make it work for 
both parties. 
“The thing I love 
about this play is even 
though it’s like another 
world, the relationships 
are very contemporary 
and I think that’s what 
unites us. Love, betrayal, 
grief, rage. All those 
things are the things that 
ultimately unite us as 
humans and so when you 
watch this and you have 
a secret in your life then 
you’re going to make a 
connection to somebody 
in this show.”
Second-year theatre 
students, Maddy 
Osborne-Wood and Alex 
Chan, as well as five 
other student actors, are 
in the midst of preparing 
for their fall production 
The two actors, who are 
entering their first of two 
productions in the theatre 
program this year, can’t 
wait to get the show on 
its feet.
“I play Freda Caplan, 
who is the host of the 
party that’s happening 
in [Dangerous Corner]. 
She’s married to Robert 
Caplan, whose brother 
recently died, which is 
kind of what the show 
is loosely based around. 
And you find out a few 
secrets about Freda 
throughout the show. 
How she kind of copes 
with the people around 
her,” says Osborne-
Wood. 
“My character’s name 
is Charles Trevor Stanton. 
He’s a self-made man 
who has been working 
at the White House 
publishing firm since the 
day he was 20 or so. He’s 
in his mid-40s now and 
he’s been working there 
and he’s worked his way 
to the top,” says Chan. 
“He’s a very new 
money kind of character, 
so he’s playing a part the 
best he can because he 
knows that if he screws 
up he’s a social pariah 
and there’s no safety net 
like there would be for 
someone who grew up in 
wealth,” says Chan.
“Freda is a very 
internal person, she’s 
in her head a lot. She’s 
going through a lot 
of different thoughts, 
struggles, and battles 
with herself.
“I believe I can 
play internal characters 
very well and have that 
internal struggle and still 
be able to show it during 
performances,” says 
Osborne-Wood.
 The Dangerous Corner 
production is the first of 
two plays coming out this 
fall here at Douglas, the 
second being Rez Sisters 
by Tomson Highway 
and directed by Deborah 
“Debz” Neville, which 
runs from November 6 to 
17 in the Laura C. Muir 
Theatre. 
Petra Thrasso
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for iOS/Android. “Oh 
look, it’s one of those 
stupid games again.” 
App Man disagrees! 
Despite its cartoony look, 
What’s My IQ gets you 
thinking out of the box! 
With over 50 questions, 
see how smart you really 
are, and compare them to 
your friends. Just don’t 
blame App Man when 
you’re the slow one. If 
you think you’re a big 
shot, players can add 50 
questions with What’s 
My IQ? Pro ($0.99).
Disclaimer: App Man is 
not responsible for failed 
classes, your exes, gaming 
addiction, or thumb muscle 
problems. With great apps, 
comes great responsibility.
By Jeff Allen, 
Contributor
You’ve never felt intimidation until 
you’ve had someone 
like David Beckham 
lock eyes with you. I can 
attest to the intimida-
tion felt in his gaze: he 
in his skivvies, I in my 
Pearl Jam T-shirt circa 
2003. It happened last 
week while browsing 
H&M. Beckham’s black 
and white image on a 
box of dangling Ginch, 
eyeballing me while I 
browsed for socks. White 
socks, specifically. 
I don’t need Beckham 
or the alluring pout of 
Lana Del Rey to inform 
me that I’m neither 
fashionable nor fit. 
I’ve made peace with 
my body image and 
have fully embraced 
the poutine and Timbit 
lifestyle. I’m more into 
band names on shirts 
rather than brand names 
on shirts. That said, I’m 
not beyond the seduc-
tion of new apparel. But 
what is a walking fashion 
“don’t,” like myself, 
to do? A guy limited 
not only by budgetary 
constraints, but his own 
inherent lack of fashion 
imagination? I say start 
from the bottom up. 
I have always been 
partial to white sport 
socks. My level of opti-
mism on any given day 
correlates to the condi-
tion of sock I step into. 
Do they match? Are they 
embarrassingly stained 
on the foot? Or worse, 
do they have that telltale 
terminal hole in the heel? 
Not only do white socks 
reveal your mindset, but 
like all modes of dress, 
for better or worse, they 
reveal who you are. I’m 
a man of simple tastes 
and decided to weigh in 
on three options for you 
like-minded connoisseurs 
of chaussettes de sport. 
 
1. H&M sport socks 
($6.95 per four-pack): 
These utilize a clean 
Scandinavian design, and 
are a throwback to the 
tube socks of my youth, 
sans coloured rings at 
the top. Incorporating 
that wonderful Swedish 
(IKEA) philosophy of let-
ting the consumer do all 
the work, this sock allows 
the wearer to determine 
heel-placement within 
the form. Tube socks 
were swell when I was 
10. However, I am an 
adult now with respon-
sibilities; a potential 
inverse tube sock situ-
ation when I’m late for 
class is another challenge 
I don’t need. In terms of 
ankle support, I felt the 
elasticity was sub-par. 
Nobody needs that loose 
feeling around the ankles 
midday. My buddy 
swears by H&M under-
garments, as he claims 
they “make your package 
look bigger,” alas, I find 
their socks lacking.  
 
2. Old Navy crew socks 
($8 per three-pack): 
Although slightly 
more expensive, they 
adequately represent 
the white sock sensory 
experience. Though bot-
tom cushioning could 
be improved, the socks 
should last through sev-
eral washings. The added 
benefit of the Old Navy 
line is the grey bottom 
footing, which makes it 
easily identifiable when 
pairing socks on laundry 
day. 
 
3. Joe sport socks ($8 per 
four-pack, available at 
Superstore): These prom-
ise a “fresh” experience, 
and I suppose it makes 
sense that a grocery chain 
would promote their 
clothing in the same way 
they do their milk and 
packaged cow tongues. 
The sock doesn’t disap-
point in terms of overall 
comfort, and offers 
“antimicrobial protec-
tion,” which implies that 
my feet will never smell. 
Ultimately, these 
socks, like so many 
designer brands, lack 
that special je ne sais quoi 
you find in hardier socks 
found at manly-man 
retail outlets like Mark’s 
Work Warehouse. I don’t 
know if white sports 
socks make the dude, but 
in my experience, a fresh 
clean pair can definitely 
improve your outlook, 
even if you’re not waking 
up next to a Spice Girl. As 
I journey down the road 
to self-improvement here 
at Douglas, my quest 
for the ultimate white 
sport sock will continue.
There is no shame 
in solitude
 
By Elliot Chan, 
Contributor
After a grueling week of customer service 
and group projects, it’s 
healthy to want some 
alone time. Yet, to many 
people the idea of going 
out by themselves is piti-
ful. What could be worse 
than entering a restaurant 
and asking for a table 
for one? Society has 
made it taboo to enjoy 
solitary pleasures, but I 
find solace in knowing 
that nobody can alienate 
those already alone.  
We live in a chaotic 
world where everyone is 
juggling responsibilities 
and relationships in one 
hand, and trying to hold 
their coffee in the other. 
People claim to know 
how to relax, but they’re 
often simply introducing 
another stressful activity. 
Don’t underestimate the 
strenuousness of hanging 
out with friends. It can 
be exhausting trying to 
gather everyone and dip-
lomatically decide what 
to do. Enough of them—
it is time to focus on 
yourself. Go on and ask 
yourself what you really 
want to do, and do it.
Time alone is not 
wasted time. In fact, 
occasional solitude is 
beneficial. For one thing, 
being alone allows your 
brain to function at a 
slower pace. In a group, 
a collection of minds can 
work as one to formulate 
solutions. Alone, your 
mind is simply allowed 
to drift from thought to 
thought, analyzing data 
at its own speed and 
arriving at personally 
desirable conclusions. 
This is a replenishing 
experience. I consider it 
the ground floor of being 
yourself. From there, 
you can understand 
your ideal mode of 
concentration and that 
is the staircase to self-
discovery. Sorry to get all 
Zen on you guys, but it is 
a vital part of examining 
whether or not you are 
in fact a needy jerk. 
Of course, I am not 
telling you to join a 
monastery and become 
a recluse. I’m also not 
telling you to cancel 
plans to take naps either. 
What I am saying is that 
it is okay to negotiate 
time with yourself, your 
co-workers, classmate, 
friends, family, and 
significant others. 
Solitude will improve 
your relationship with 
all those people, because 
any form of relation-
ship is a reflection of 
yourself. So the better 
you recognize your own 
features, the clearer you 
can see those in others. 
Being independent 
is a positive attribute. 
Some people consider it 
loneliness, but I consider 
it freedom. I am free to 
try that new restaurant, 
watch that old movie, 
or visit a town that I 
never knew existed. 
We don’t need to feel 
guilty or ashamed for 
going on adventures 
alone. We should feel 
privileged. So schedule 
some solitary time, 
because in a world of 
over seven billion people, 
it is the time alone that 
we should truly cherish. 
Let’s talk about socks
The art of being alone
11
Life&Stylewww.theotherpress.ca
The hottest apps 
of the week
By App Man, 
Mobile App Aficionado
Welcome, welcome, welcome. 
App Man is here, to 
recommend  the best apps of 
the week. Each week, App Man 
will have an unexpected theme 
for you to discover and enjoy. 
And don’t forget! If you’ve got 
any cool apps to share, email 
App Man at appman@gmail.
com.
As midterms approach, 
what better way to use your 
phone than as a study tool? 
1. Dropbox – Free for iOS/
Android: Dropbox is a 
cloud service that offers 
five free gigabytes of 
online storage, accessible 
anywhere as long as you 
have an account, which 
is also free. With a simple 
interface and lots of options, 
such as printing from your 
phone, Dropbox is a handy 
and reliable app for you to 
store your valuable notes 
and assignments. 
2. Quick Voice Recorder 
(iOS) Free/Tape-A-Talk 
Voice Recorder (Android) 
Free: What better way to 
memorize notes than to 
hear them? Voice recording 
apps record straight 
to your phone with no 
complications. With options 
such as Share, you’ll be able 
to keep a track of your daily 
schedule with voice memos. 
And for music students, this 
app comes handy whenever 
you need those notes to be 
on pitch.
3. Graphing Calculator 
– Free for iOS/Android: 
Lost a calculator? Need 
one right away to complete 
that annoying last question 
on your homework sheet? 
No worries. Graphing 
Calculator is here! With 
a smooth, friendly user 
interface, and pinch-in-to-
zoom functions, you can 
finally prove why apps 
are better than graphing 
calculators. 
4. Vancouver Sun – Free for 
iOS/Android: Need instant 
local news to prove a point 
in your next essay? The 
Vancouver Sun provides a 
daily fix for all your news. 
Keep current with events 
around the world. 
5. Tetris – iOS ($0.99)/
Android (Free): While 
you’re waiting at the bus, 
why not keep your brain 
healthy and flowing? A 
classic game, Tetris may 
look simple, but don’t let 
its appearance fool you! 
See how far you can go and 
compare your scores with 
your friends. Perhaps you’ll 
be the next Tetris King? 
Disclaimer: App Man is not 
responsible for failed classes, 
failed relationships, gaming 
addiction, or thumb muscle 
problems. With great apps, 
comes great responsibility.
Hedonism: it’s not just 
a sex resort in Jamaica
By Viv Steele, 
Sexual Correspondent
Hello you sexy Douglas College 
students, and welcome 
to the very first edition 
of The Other Press’s 
brand spankin’ new 
sex column, Between the 
Sheets. This week we’ll 
be discussing Halloween 
in all of its tight-fitting, 
pushed-up glory.
Halloween for kids 
is all about princesses, 
jack-o’-lanterns, and 
sugar-fuelled frenzies. As 
adults, we get our kicks 
by getting hammered 
on Red Bull and vodka 
at the local fetish night 
and heading home with 
our main squeeze (or 
flavour of the week) for 
a little bit of festive, evil 
rowdiness. Halloween is 
the one night of the year 
where the shy girl can 
dress like a harlot, where 
it’s socially acceptable 
to let the kinks out of 
the closet, and when 
our boring lives can be 
transformed with a bit 
of glitter and fishnets. 
There’s a cool bite 
in the air, grocery 
store aisles are packed 
high with fun-sized 
candy bars, and your 
neighbourhood pop-up 
costume store is burst-
ing at the seams with a 
veritable smorgasbord 
of lace-and-PVC riddled, 
sexed-up versions of 
Halloween classics. The 
princess trades her ball 
gown for a corset, the 
jack-o’-lantern gets filled 
with free condoms, and 
maybe the sugar-fuelled 
frenzy turns into Jaeger-
bomb-fuelled fuck fest. 
But when the lights 
go out and the sexy 
Stormtrooper costume 
is in a white Spandex 
heap on the floor, you 
might just find that you 
and your partner are 
in the sexiest costume 
possible: your own skin. 
And that’s when it can 
get really exciting.
Maybe there’s noth-
ing sexy about brain-
munching zombies, but 
other ghouls are firmly 
entrenched in the cultural 
canon of kink. Take vam-
pires for instance. Even 
Anne Rice’s Victorian 
style vampires ooze sex 
appeal, and the vamps 
in television’s True Blood 
are nothing short of jaw-
droppingly humpable. 
So maybe you and your 
sweetie can play vampire 
on Halloween. Suck face 
to your heart’s content 
and do the nasty like 
you’re immortal—if you 
don’t want neck hickeys, 
try the inner thigh. Or 
maybe werewolves are 
your thing, because let’s 
face it: there’s something 
hot about a guy who’s 
totally normal 28 days 
out of the month and 
then turns into a wild 
animal during the full 
moon. Take this special 
opportunity to just go 
crazy on each other. 
Or maybe you’d 
rather be realistic about 
your fantasies. Maybe 
Halloween would be a 
good time to approach 
your lover (or crush) 
about a sexual desire 
that’s been weighing 
on your mind. Instead 
of investing in a $60 
costume, you could buy 
a $10 length of rope and 
just wear that in the 
bedroom. The possibili-
ties are as endless as your 
twisted mind is. We don’t 
get many opportunities 
to play hard as adults. 
Halloween is one of those 
unique moments in our 
lives where we can be 
whoever we want to be. 
So break out the whip 
and ball-gag, pick a safe 
word, and remember 
to have a crazy, sexy, 
consensual time. 
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Safe spaces 
on campus
I know the college environment and what expectations 
students bring to the table, and I have experiences in both 
of those worlds that often cross over. It’s great to be able to 
connect to students, or try to with that kind of background.
By Sophie Isbister,  
Staff Writer
Amanda Todd’s story flashes in black 
and white across my 
screen. Even though 
the now-famous video 
was posted to YouTube 
a month and a half ago, 
hundreds of comments 
per minute are still 
added to the barrage of 
condolences, support, 
and continued taunts. 
The story of Amanda 
Todd touches us all. She 
was the girl close to a 
home, one who could 
have been any of us 
girls who grew up in the 
technological age with 
a computer in every 
room. Todd’s story, 
told painstakingly in 
flashcards on the eight-
minute film, ended on 
October 10 when she 
committed suicide. 
In early 2011, 
following an increase 
of sexual assault on 
campus, a Toronto 
police officer told 
a group of women 
students at York 
University that in order 
to deter rape “women 
should avoid dressing 
like sluts.” The backlash 
following this comment 
was astronomical, and 
created the impetus for 
the now-international 
SlutWalk, a feminist 
rally designed to 
address the culture 
of slut shaming that 
permeates our society.
What do Amanda 
Todd and the SlutWalk 
have in common? Both 
stories take place in 
a culture that blames 
victims of sexual abuse 
and both stories can be 
used as examples on 
how we can improve 
our society. That’s where 
my story starts.
Todd committed 
suicide in the wake of 
a three-year bullying 
campaign which started 
when, in grade seven, 
she flashed a man on 
webcam and those 
pictures were made 
public a year later by 
the man. The extent of 
her bullying involved 
stalking (both by the 
original perpetrator 
and then later by her 
former classmates), 
physical violence, verbal 
abuse, and cyber-abuse 
on Facebook. And the 
abuse continues—
people on the Internet, 
complete strangers, 
continue to victimize 
and victim-blame 
Amanda Todd.
In order to unpack 
this culture of victim 
blaming and slut 
shaming, I sat down 
with the Douglas 
Student Union’s (DSU) 
Women’s Liaison Jenelle 
Davies, as well as two 
student staff members 
of the Douglas College 
Women’s Centre, Shila 
Avissa and Jasmeen 
Rahiman. We met in 
the New Westminster 
campus’ Women’s 
Centre, a small-but-
cozy room which boasts 
couches, a microwave, 
and a library with 
academic gender studies 
resources as well as 
novels. It’s also meant 
to be a safe space for 
The Amanda Todd story and what it means for women at Douglas College
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women, which means 
it’s a judgement-free 
zone, a place on campus 
that offers support for 
women, whatever they 
happen to be going 
through. 
Rahiman tells me 
that the Women’s 
Centre isn’t about 
counselling, but more 
about peer support: 
“We by no means tell 
[women] what to do, 
we try to help them 
do what they think is 
best for themselves.” 
Rahimanfinds her role 
as an advocate for 
women on campus to be 
a rewarding one, saying, 
“Trying to voice what 
they’re trying to say, I 
think that helps them a 
lot.”
Avissa adds, “Aside 
from supporting 
women who come in, 
we talk to all genders 
about the root causes 
of oppression…I think 
all of us have that 
conversation every 
day with all genders. 
Every single day.” It’s 
a hard battle to fight, 
but we know the end 
result that we need: a 
culture where victims 
will be supported 
and taken care of by 
their communities, 
not ostracized and re-
victimized. 
“A lot of women 
come up to me with 
issues that they’re not 
comfortable bringing 
forward in any practical 
or official way through 
the school,” says Davies 
about her role with the 
DSU and how she helps 
women. “I can address 
that issue on their 
behalf as long as I’m 
given their permission, 
and that’s why it’s 
really important that, 
as a woman’s voice 
on campus, we work 
really hard and we work 
together.”
Peer support, 
advocacy, and 
awareness are the 
bulk of the work that 
Rahiman, Avissa, and 
Davies engage in. 
Awareness, according 
to Davies, is something 
that needs to be an 
ongoing process: “We 
need to do tabling 
on campus, we need 
to have the services 
available, we need 
to have Twitter and 
Facebook and online 
sources, we need to do 
writing,” she says. 
“I think one thing 
we are missing right 
now is respect for one 
another,” says Avissa. 
“We cannot like a lot 
of people. That’s fine, 
but it doesn’t mean that 
we can’t treat you like 
a human being. That’s 
what we’re losing in all 
kinds of institutions.” In 
regards to the continued 
struggle against sexism, 
racism, and homophobia 
in Canada, Avissa tells 
me, “The work is not 
done. The work is not 
even halfway done.”
That’s why it is 
still so important 
to have these safe 
spaces and support for 
marginalized groups, 
women in particular. “I 
think Amanda Todd’s 
case is a really good 
example of why there 
needs to be a space you 
can go to where you’ll 
be with like-minded, 
educated women,” says 
Davies. The support 
needs to be there 
for women, both on 
campuses and in high 
schools, where girls 
are learning how to be 
women.
One of Amanda 
Todd’s flashcards says “I 
have nobody.” Imagine 
a Canada where girls 
like Amanda, where 
victims of sexual abuse 
or sexual assault do 
have somebody. Where 
they have a place they 
can go, like a women’s 
centre, where they 
can find mentors and 
resources; a place that 
can hopefully mitigate 
the kind of violence 
that Amanda Todd 
experienced at her 
school.
Creating a tighter 
community is the 
key to fostering that 
respect, college-wide 
and country-wide 
alike. Rahiman says it’s 
as simple as a smile: 
“There are too many 
people just walking 
right by each other. I 
think that you’re not 
going to build anything 
[from that]. Don’t go 
home. Spend that 10 
minutes, explore your 
campus. See what you 
have here. Smile!” 
The Women’s Centre is 
located in room 2850 at 
the New Westminster 
campus and in room 
A1301 at David Lam. 
They’re open from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday to Friday. They 
can also be contacted via 
Facebook and Twitter .
Student Staff  MemberJasmeen Rahiman, DSU Women’s Liaison Jenelle Davies, and Student Staff Member Shila Avissa
That’s why it is still so important to have these safe spaces 
and support for marginalized groups, women in particular. 
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By Joel MacKenzie, 
Staff Writer
Did you have a 
microwavable, turkey TV 
dinner this Thanksgiving? 
Doesn’t this depress you? 
Look to College Cooking for 
recipes, ideas, and healthy 
eating information to help 
post-secondary students 
create healthy, unique, 
satisfying food for cheap.
Nothing reminds me of 
fall more than pumpkin. 
But it’s more than just a 
flavour. The squash has 
unique properties that 
make it a great addition 
to any healthy diet.
Pumpkin is high in 
fibre and phytonutrients. 
One such phytonutrient 
found in pumpkin meat 
is called beta-carotene, 
which is a carotenoid and 
antioxidant. Carotenoids 
typically give foods 
an orange colour; they 
may also have a direct 
healthy effect on the 
body. A study published 
in the British Journal of 
Nutrition in 1998 found 
that people eating higher 
amounts of carotenoids 
coming from natural 
sources, like fruits and 
vegetables, have a 
lower mortality from 
chronic illnesses. 
Antioxidants 
terminate chain 
reactions in the 
body caused 
by oxidation, 
a complicated 
process that can 
cause damage 
or death to 
cells.  
 
 
And beta-carotene is 
changed to vitamin A in 
the body, healthy for the 
eyes and other processes 
within the body.
Pumpkin seeds are 
pretty flippin’ good 
for you, too. They’re 
particularly high in zinc, 
a necessary mineral 
especially important 
for men, as it prevents 
testosterone deficiency. 
In fact, a zinc deficiency 
can lead to prostate 
enlargement, as well as 
other male sexual health 
problems, including 
weak sperm production. 
Also notable, pumpkin 
seeds provide many 
different forms of 
vitamin E, including ones 
with strong antioxidant 
qualities.
One easy way to 
prepare pumpkin is 
to cube it and steam it 
until tender, served with 
olive oil and spices like 
paprika or rosemary. 
Canned pumpkin, with  
 
raisins, cinnamon and 
nutmeg, can turn boring 
oatmeal into a delicious, 
nutrient-dense breakfast.
Pumpkin Muffins
This week’s recipe 
comes from The Blender 
Girl, Tess Masters, 
and can be found at 
her website, http://
healthyblenderrecipes.
com. It’s a gluten-free, 
dairy-free, pumpkin 
muffin recipe that tastes 
like autumn. Literally.
Xanthan gum may 
look scary, but it’s a 
natural gum that can be 
found in powdered form 
in the bulk section of the 
supermarkets. The recipe 
can also be made vegan 
by substituting the egg 
with egg replacer, or with 
one tablespoon of 
ground flax and 
three tablespoons 
of water.
Ingredients
1 cup brown rice flour
1 cup white rice flour
1 1/2 – 2 tbsp gluten- 
free baking powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
1 tsp xanthan gum
1/2 tsp fine salt
1/4 tsp nutmeg
1/4 tsp cinnamon
1/2 cup agave nectar
1 cup raisins
1 egg
1/4¼ cup canola oil
1/2 cup to a cup of 
mashed pumpkin
1/2 cup substitute 
milk
Directions
Sift flours, baking 
powder, baking soda, 
xanthan gum, salt, and 
spices in a bowl and mix 
evenly. Add the egg into 
the mixer and gradually 
add in the oil, milk, then 
pumpkin, until mixed. 
Add the dry ingredients 
and mix until a thick 
batter forms. Fold in the 
raisins and spoon into 
a well-greased muffin 
pan. Bake at 170° C/325° 
F for approximately 20 
minutes.
College Cooking 
Pumpkin power: gluten-free, dairy-free pumpkin muffins
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Musings from a 
former fat ballerina
 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Public Relations Manager
Up until this fall, Halloween was my 
favourite holiday—aside 
from my birthday, 
Christmas, and New 
Year’s—which provided 
a two-week hiatus from 
reality. As a kid I loved 
Halloween, adorning 
myself in glitter and fake 
hair, tutus and feathers, 
velvet dresses and large 
hats. After a three-year 
devotion to a Minnie 
Mouse costume my mom 
sewed, I vowed never 
to wear the same thing 
for Halloween twice in 
a row, which gave my 
mom ample sewing to 
do each October, and 
allowed my imagina-
tion to run rampant.
My original intent for 
this article was to assist 
devoted readers in creat-
ing their own unique 
Halloween costume. But 
when I started trying on 
past costumes and plan-
ning for this year, I felt all 
of my excitement fizzle 
like an old light bulb. 
My Halloween hard-on 
isn’t what it used to be, 
and I’m really lacking the 
inspiration to rustle up 
something fun and flirty 
to wear this year. Usually, 
Halloween finds me up 
to my elbows in fabric 
and fake fangs; scouring 
every thrift shop and 
Value Village until my 
outfit is complete. I’ll 
even go as far as com-
missioning my mom to 
assist in the planning and 
prepping, which is a lot 
to say for a 20-something 
university graduate. 
Musing over my 
missing mojo, I began 
reflecting on past 
Halloween affairs and 
realized that the excite-
ment building up to the 
big day is actually more 
fun than the event itself. 
Like marriage, the act of 
preparing for Halloween 
is more exciting than the 
few hours spent dressed 
up and wandering the 
icy streets in high heels 
and plastic accessories. 
Haunted by nostalgia, I 
have a handful of vivid 
Halloween memories 
that shook my devo-
tion to this epic event. 
Either that, or I’ve left 
Neverland and am finally 
becoming an adult.  
My earliest memory 
of Halloween is as a 
seven-year-old who 
wanted to be a bal-
lerina: pink tutu, sparkly 
shoes, and a neat little 
bun. Only, living in the 
Prairies meant three 
feet of snow and too 
many layers. You can 
imagine my dismay 
when neighbours repeat-
edly asked if I was Miss 
Piggy. It didn’t help that 
my sister—five at the 
time—thought it best 
to be a bright pink and 
black cow. We looked 
like a barnyard band. 
My teenie-bopper 
years brought invitations 
to Halloween parties, 
the kind that promised 
themed games and 
ghoulish food and parent 
chaperones. My only 
memory is of a time my 
friends and I played a 
game in the dark and 
were passed witch eye-
balls (grapes), vampire 
teeth (gum), and zombie 
guts (cold spaghetti), 
from an oracle in a gypsy 
costume and bad wig 
who turned out to be my 
mother. Terrifying, right? 
Entering university 
brought on the famed 
Halloween pub crawl, 
which was the worst 
Halloween event I ever 
attended. Stuck on a 
crowded bus, everyone 
was double fisting small 
glasses of beer and I 
was stained in liquor 
before I even took a sip 
of my own. Driving from 
pub to club downtown 
Vancouver in half-hour 
intervals, I quickly 
learned that clubbing 
was not the way to go 
on Halloween, which 
was probably when I 
decided to try out a rave. 
Thinking ravers 
were better company 
than drinkers—at least I 
wouldn’t get spilled on—
two years ago I ended up 
in a limo to the Pacific 
Coliseum. Picture a 
fishbowl filled with half-
naked women and guys 
dressed as either soldiers 
or doctors. Water was 
$5 and the washroom 
lineup wrapped around 
the entire building. I was 
fortunate enough to be 
puked on by a girl wear-
ing the same costume 
as myself, and forced to 
wait 30 minutes to wash 
off. I don’t know what 
it is about Halloween, 
but I always wind up 
sticky and soaked in 
liquor or worse.
My intent with this 
brief but insightful article 
was meant to motivate 
and entice college youth 
to get ghouled and 
explore the many events 
Vancouver has to offer 
this Halloween, because 
there is a lot to do on this 
bedazzled holiday. But, 
this year I’ll be trick-or-
treating with my 13-year-
old sister, because if 
there is one sure thing 
about October 31, it’s that 
there’s nothing quite like 
filling up a big pillow 
sack full of free candy! 
Halloween hype
My Halloween hard-on isn’t what it used to be, and I’m really lacking the 
inspiration to rustle up something fun and flirty to wear this year. 
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Vampires, vamoose!
By Lauren Paulsen, 
Contributor
It’s near the end of October and Halloween 
is just around the corner. 
All Hallow’s Eve: the 
night when monsters 
come out to play. The 
strange thing is that 
we’ve started to think 
about monsters all 
throughout the year 
and not just in this 
autumn month, with the 
most popular monster 
being vampires.
Vampires are 
everywhere these days. 
There are movies made 
about them, whole 
television series centred 
on their existence, and 
tons of novels about 
them. One thing they 
have in common is 
that they are no longer 
portrayed as horrible, 
blood-sucking fiends. 
Yes, they still suck blood 
but strangely, people are 
attracted to this, finding 
it sexy and alluring. 
Most modern-day stories 
make vampires out to be 
tortured souls who fight 
their inner demons and 
fall in love with a human. 
Modern cliché.
I don’t understand 
this complex attraction to 
vampires. I mean, they’re 
dead! Or, undead, if 
you prefer. Frankenstein 
is dead too, as are 
skeletons, ghosts, and 
mummies. So why is it 
that vampires are the 
popular ones? I doubt the 
corpse part turns people 
on.
Like a zombie, 
they’re pretty much just 
animated corpses, yet 
zombies don’t have the 
same appeal. You never 
see characters having 
sex with a zombie. It has 
to be the bloodsucking. 
Why is it made out 
to be such a sexual 
thing? Besides the fact 
that I wouldn’t want 
to sleep with a corpse 
(necrophilia, if we’re 
getting technical), why 
in the hell would I want 
them to suck my blood? 
I’ve lost a lot of blood 
in the past, and it’s not 
pleasant—it makes you 
feel like utter crap.
So what’s with 
people these days? 
There are tons of other 
monsters out there; 
why are vampires so 
popular? At least some 
other monsters are alive. 
What about werewolves? 
They turn into wolves! 
How freaking cool is 
that? Heightened senses, 
speed, and a penchant 
for the full moon? 
Maybe the hairy isn’t 
your turn-on, so what 
about a witch? No longer 
are they old hags with 
beaked noses and tons 
of warts. And they have 
magic. What’s sexier than 
magic? Why aren’t these 
other monsters getting 
the same recognition as 
vampires?
Vampires aren’t 
the only monsters out 
there, and yes, they are 
monsters. Vampires don’t 
sparkle in the sunlight; 
they burst into flames! 
Now, I can see the allure 
of the supernatural, and 
maybe some romance 
to it. But there are 
tons of other monsters 
out there! It would be 
great this Halloween if 
people could give more 
recognition to the other 
monsters. They can’t 
stand up for themselves, 
after all.
Vampires, zombies, 
aliens, oh my! Why 
we love our classic 
monsters 
By Elliot Chan, 
Contributor
Mythology, folklore, and campfire 
stories have fuelled 
some of humanity’s 
most frightening 
monsters, but few 
of them have made 
an impact on 
pop culture the 
way vampires, 
zombies, and 
aliens have. 
Television, cin-
ema, literature, 
and even 
public events 
are dedicated 
to these 
popular 
monsters. 
There is no killing our 
love for them. They 
will haunt us forever. 
Monsters, like tech-
nology or any other form 
of entertainment, bridge 
the gap between genera-
tions. People live, age, 
and die, but our fears are 
immortal. Take a look at 
the vampire; is there a 
reason why contempo-
rary culture still finds 
these castle-dwelling 
bloodsuckers relevant? 
Well, since the early 
1800s, vampires have 
evolved from the caped 
Count who “vanted to 
suck your blood” to the 
Twilight series’ heartthrob 
we all know today. The 
vampires’ versatility is 
the reason they are so 
popular in entertainment. 
The fact that they not 
only transform into bats, 
but also take on human 
attributes makes them so 
dauntingly endearing. 
While vampires 
are always different, 
zombies are always the 
same. So why do we 
have these undead obses-
sions? Hidden deep in 
our primal brain is the 
knowledge that one day, 
all will end. The plethora 
of apocalyptic possibili-
ties is a rainstorm in our 
heads. We can shield 
ourselves from it, but we 
can’t stop it. Plagues and 
epidemics might seem 
like a concern for the 
dark ages, but even with 
our wealthy medical care 
we are not immune to 
diseases. With popular 
shows like The Walking 
Dead enforcing people’s 
fears and adding to the 
realism of such trying sit-
uations, there is no won-
der that zombies are so 
frighteningly infamous. 
We are not so differ-
ent from the monsters 
we create—especially 
those that really make us 
cringe and shiver. Those 
that force their way into 
our lives are the ones 
that stem from a strong 
possibility of existing. 
All quality monsters 
are mysteries, and there 
is no bigger mystery 
than aliens. We can play 
ignorant and imagine 
a lonely universe, but 
to most people the idea 
of life beyond Earth is 
not only plausible but 
expected. With all our 
science and technol-
ogy, the question is not 
whether or not there are 
aliens, but whether or 
not we will find them—
before they find us. 
It’s not an accident 
that certain monsters 
are more popular than 
others. Each one triggers 
a unique reaction in 
the human psyche. By 
analyzing these fictional 
fiends, we are able to dig 
deep into our instincts 
and understand the 
creative link between 
fear and fantasy.
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It’s a bug’s life 
Selling you on crazy
Why we shouldn’t hurt 
a fly 
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
Do you remember in Charlotte’s Web, at the 
beginning, when Fern’s 
father is about to kill Wilbur 
the pig? Fern’s sitting at 
breakfast, and when she 
hears that her father is 
going to kill a runt pig, she 
runs out shrieking, yell-
ing, and crying at him to 
leave the pig alone. I must 
confess to being a bit of a 
Fern sometimes. Not that I 
shriek and yell and cry all 
over the place for people 
to drop their bacon, but I 
do feel bad at the thought 
of creatures being hurt.
Which brings me 
to my latest cause: 
leaving bugs alone.
Trust me, I’m not a 
fan of insects. I don’t like 
mosquitos, creepy crawly 
spiders give me the heeby-
jeebies, and I’m terrified of 
bugs crawling into my ears. 
Still, why should my con-
tentment (and temporary 
contentment, at that—I’ll 
find something else to com-
plain about soon enough) 
outweigh a bug’s life?
I know we generally 
don’t value insect, or indeed 
animal, life as much as 
we do human life. In the 
case of insects, this may be 
because people believe bugs 
don’t feel pain. This is a 
fine enough argument, but 
even if scientists were 99.9 
per cent certain that insects 
don’t feel pain, and their 
hypotheses were proven, 
I would still consider that 
0.1 per cent of uncertainty 
enough for me to not 
want to inflict unneces-
sary pain on a creature.
But let’s say there’s sci-
entific evidence that insects 
don’t feel pain; that’s still 
a theory. Although I’m not 
a science major, from what 
I understand nothing in 
science is considered “fact.” 
If a hypothesis has been 
proven consistently, it’s 
considered a theory. That’s 
why it’s titled “Darwin’s 
Theory of Evolution,” 
and not “Darwin’s Fact 
of Evolution.” So let’s say 
the concept that insects 
don’t feel pain is at best 
a theory; then it’s still 
uncertain. Let’s say insects, 
who shy away from being 
swatted and killed, are 
simply reacting through 
instinct and not because 
they are trying to avoid 
pain and death. That still 
leaves doubt in my mind.
Besides which, there’s 
been evidence that insects 
do feel pain. I won’t throw 
a bunch of statistics and 
science-y words like 
“enkephalins” your way, 
but Jeffrey A. Lockwood, 
an entomologist, stated 
that “Existing evidence 
indicates that insects qualify 
as sentient and their lives 
ought to be included in 
moral deliberations.” 
Michael L. Draney argued 
that “our ethical obliga-
tions to insect pests lie in 
acknowledging the right of 
these species to continued, 
if controlled, existence. At 
this level, they must receive 
moral consideration in 
any actions taken.” And 
R.L. Rabb stated that “We 
must learn to live with our 
insect competitors rather 
than eliminate them.”  
Insects don’t live for 
a very long time, so I’m 
more inclined to let them 
fly, crawl, and creep around 
to their cold-blooded 
heart’s content until they 
drop dead. If a fruit fly 
lives for a month, why 
not just leave it alone? 
It has a niche to fill and 
it’ll be dead soon enough 
anyways without your 
stomping, swatting, and 
slapping it like a maniac.
I know insects can be 
pests, and annoying as hell 
pests at that. Even worse, 
they can carry disease 
or completely devastate 
farms, animals, wildlife, 
and human populations. 
Defending ourselves 
against insects in those 
cases might be perfectly 
acceptable, but there are 
plenty of insects that don’t 
pose a threat. Whip out a 
cup and a piece of paper, 
and practice some catch-
and-release techniques.
The nonsensical 
nature of advertising
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
“Chairs. Chairs are made 
so that people can sit 
down and take a break. 
Anyone can sit on a chair, 
and if the chair is large 
enough, they can sit 
down together. And tell 
jokes, or make up stories, 
or just listen. Chairs 
are for people, and that 
is why chairs are like 
Facebook.” Believe it or 
not, this isn’t an excerpt 
from the ramblings of 
some random drunk. It’s 
not even a quote from 
a poorly-written high 
school essay, attempting 
to be deep and unique. 
Absurd as it is, this was 
taken from Facebook’s 
first ever commercial.
My reaction to watch-
ing the video—once 
the raucous laughter 
had subsided—quickly 
turned to incredulous-
ness. Somebody actually 
spent time writing out 
this ad. Somebody got 
paid to write it. And then, 
most amusing and befud-
dling of all, a major com-
pany decided to release 
this ad to the public, 
apparently quite proud, 
or at least confident in it.
Setting a series 
of clips to music and 
having a woman talk 
in a thoughtful fashion 
doesn’t hide the fact 
that the words being 
spoken aren’t saying 
anything. “Chairs are like 
Facebook;” really? There 
aren’t any parallels being 
drawn here. It’s more 
like taking a point and 
then extending two lines 
from it in completely 
opposite directions. 
But my real worry 
here isn’t so much that 
such subpar drivel can 
masquerade as excep-
tional work; it’s that 
people might actually 
see it as good. Someone 
out there thought that 
comical excuse for a 
script was worthy of 
pouring untold amounts 
of money into. And 
seeing as someone was 
willing to put their job 
on the line for it, they’d 
better have been pretty 
sure that a good portion 
of the public would find 
it acceptable. With that 
in mind, there’s a very 
good chance that a part 
of the population actu-
ally watched that video 
and truly enjoyed it. In 
our world of constant 
increasing ridiculousness, 
we might cease to criti-
cize this kind of thing. 
Recently, a new 
German alcoholic bever-
age company called 
G-Spirits launched their 
brand on a rather…inter-
esting premise. Directly 
from their website 
(NSFW, by the way), “To 
create the perfect taste 
we let every single drop 
of our spirits run over 
the breasts of a special 
woman, one whose 
characteristics we saw 
reflected in the liquor.” 
Apparently the products 
sell well with math clubs. 
But I digress. Unlike 
the Facebook ad, which 
is simply hysterically 
moronic, this ad fails 
in its sanitary consider-
ations, if it is true. I don’t 
care how well someone 
bathes themselves, the 
human body isn’t the 
cleanest platform over 
which to pour any sort 
of liquid that is going to 
be consumed. The site 
states that they have a 
“hygienic filling process,” 
“medical personnel is 
present to verify every-
thing is in order,” and 
that they “ensure not to 
break any of the food 
or consumer protection 
laws,” but I just don’t see 
how. In any case, people 
are eating (and drinking) 
this advertising right up.
But maybe I’ve got 
it all wrong. Maybe 
Facebook released that 
ad with the belief that 
people would find it 
funny. Maybe no one 
actually watched it 
with all the feeling of 
an artsy film. Perhaps 
that German company 
is just an elaborate joke. 
Or maybe it truly exists, 
and they really do ensure 
that each drop of alcohol 
undergoes a titillating 
experience before being 
bottled in a completely 
sanitary fashion. In 
the end though, it’s all 
just as Dairy Queen 
says, “Ridiculous.”
18
Opinions Have an opinion? Contact us at opinions@theotherpress.ca
Declaration of an education
The bullying cycle
Relax, take it easy
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
Throughout your studies, people will 
ask you—whether with 
genuine interest or the 
feigned attentiveness of a 
veritable stranger—what 
it is that you’re studying. 
When you tell them what 
you’re studying, you may 
encounter enthusiastic, 
impressed oohs and ahs. 
Alternatively, you might 
encounter the thinly 
veiled disapproval of 
someone who doesn’t 
think your major is a 
good investment.
Here’s the thing: 
education is extremely 
expensive these days 
and, for many of us, 
requires loans that will 
keep us in their gripping 
jaws of debt until we’ve 
paid off every last painful 
penny. Adding to the 
stress of post-secondary 
education is the fact that 
the economy is looking 
pretty bad all around, 
even as it claws its way 
out of recession. Because 
of this, education is an 
investment and anything 
that doesn’t bring back 
returns with interest is 
quickly dismissed as a 
waste of time, energy, 
and—more easily 
quantified—money. 
I’ve heard plenty 
of “Oh, well I guess 
that’s ok. What are you 
planning to do with 
that ‘degree’?” and 
advice that I become a 
dental hygienist. Well, 
I’m getting to the point 
where I don’t care about 
good investments. The 
longer I’ve spent at 
college agonizing over 
potential majors and the 
more people I’ve talked 
to, the more I realize that 
it doesn’t necessarily 
matter what you major 
in. What matters is that it 
interests you.
Now, I’m not saying 
to be unrealistic in your 
goals (I don’t want to 
be liable for any ruined 
futures), but life is not 
something that can be 
planned. You can have 
your goals, but life pretty 
much just happens. 
You don’t know what 
direction your life will 
take once you’re out of 
school, or how your “bad 
investment” education 
might actually be an 
asset. 
It’ll take long enough 
to figure out what it is 
that you love without 
fooling yourself into 
thinking you’d be happy 
as a dental hygienist 
when you’re not 
fascinated by teeth or 
oral health. Don’t waste 
your time studying for 
something that you don’t 
enjoy.
Truly, the more 
people I talk to, the 
more I realize that your 
bachelor’s doesn’t matter 
as much in the grand 
scheme of things. If 
you’re going on to study 
after your bachelor’s, it 
doesn’t matter if your 
degree in English isn’t 
a good investment, or 
you heard that a lot of 
Humanities students are 
flipping burgers after 
four years of university. 
The economy is in the 
shitter for pretty much 
everyone everywhere. 
Don’t run out and major 
in business because you 
think you’ll make more 
money. Instead, just focus 
on finding something 
that you’re interested 
in. Life will be tough 
no matter what you do, 
and work is work so you 
might as well have fun 
while you’re at it.
Bullied to death
By Dominic Dutt, 
Contributor
A recent victim of bullying is local 
student, 15-year-old 
Amanda Todd. The 
Lower Mainland teen, 
who was the victim of 
harassment and cyber-
bulling, took her own 
life on October 10, 2012.
Described as a 
“spirited girl,” Todd 
posted a YouTube 
video titled, ‘My Story,’ 
where she revealed her 
struggles with bullying, 
self-harm, and suicide. 
She doesn’t speak but 
holds flashcards, on 
which she has written her 
heartbreaking story, up 
to the camera. She writes, 
“Hi! I’ve decided to tell 
you of my never-ending 
story.” According to the 
Province, Amanda’s story 
is being shared around 
the world. Towards the 
end of her video, Todd 
says, “Every day I think 
why am I still here.”
Her tragic story 
began when Todd met 
someone online who 
asked her to flash the 
camera. She did, and her 
photo was distributed 
to her school, friends, 
and family. This alleg-
edly led to bullying 
both in the real world 
and online, even after 
she changed schools. 
Todd lost all of her 
friends, continued to 
be bullied, and at one 
point was beaten up. 
She started cutting 
herself and attempted to 
take her life, but failed. 
Shortly after creating her 
video, Todd succeeded 
in ending her life. School 
District Spokeswoman 
of Coquitlam, Cheryl 
Quinton, confirmed that 
the staff are aware of 
the video and “supports 
were put in place.” 
What I don’t under-
stand and find frustrating 
is that support seems to 
come once a victim of 
bullying is dead. While 
the victim is being bul-
lied, others join in; after 
the victim dies, friends 
suddenly gather and 
start talking about their 
feelings, how sad it is, 
how they could have 
handled it differently, 
and that from now on, 
things will be different. 
Those who were the 
cause of bullying—both 
in the cyber-world and 
the real world—are rarely 
held accountable. After 
a while, discussions end, 
and the cycle of bullying 
continues. With no real 
change, those who are 
engaged in the act of 
bullying are not stopped 
until it is too late.
Following Todd’s 
tragic story, there has 
been an overwhelming 
outpouring of support for 
her family and against 
bullying. After hearing of 
Todd’s death, the friend 
created a Facebook page 
demanding justice for 
Todd against those who 
victimized her. Over 
197,000 people have 
signed her petition via 
Facebook. Police are 
investigating the case, 
and Sgt. Peter Thiessen 
states “There are a num-
ber of areas within the 
Criminal Code that could 
be applied.” There may 
be additional charges 
of distributing child 
pornography if anyone 
is caught sharing Todd’s 
naked photos. Premier 
Christy Clark posted an 
online video statement 
saying “No one deserves 
to be bullied, no one 
earns it, no one asks for 
it. It isn’t a rite of pas-
sage.” She, along with 
many other Facebook 
users and sympathizers, 
also sent her condolences 
to Amanda Todd’s family. 
Talk is all well and 
good, but just feeling 
sorry about it makes 
no difference. Real 
action should be taken. 
If someone is being 
bullied, they need to be 
helped before it is too 
late. Resources should 
be put in place, and kids 
need to be made aware 
of the dangers of online 
activity and bullying.
One can only hope 
that Amanda Todd will 
be the last victim and that 
there will be a change 
in attitude towards 
bullying. Will this 
trend of anti-bullying/
anti-hate last, or will 
we forget after a while? 
How many more kids 
have to die before we 
come to our senses?
Don’t waste your time studying for 
something that you don’t enjoy.
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Top 10 Canucks of all time (part 2)
Coquitlam’s Craft Beer Corner 
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
Leaving off from last week, I’ve come up 
with a list of the top 10 
Canucks players of all 
time. Todd Bertuzzi, 
Mattias Öhlund, Kirk 
McLean, Stan Smyl, and 
Roberto Luongo rounded 
out the top players 
from 10 to six. Here’s 
a list of the top five.
#5 – Markus Näslund 
The Swedish sensation 
captained the Canucks 
for eight seasons from 
2000 to 2008, recording 
346 goals, 410 assists, 
and 756 points in 884 
games. He still holds the 
all-time records for goals 
and points, and power 
play goals with 114. 
One of the last players 
to play with a wooden 
stick, Näslund was best 
known for his wicked 
wrist shot—which he 
would so often score with 
on top of the left circle 
in the offensive zone. 
Näslund, whose number 
19 was the most recent 
of the three jerseys to be 
retired into the rafters of 
Rogers Arena, is the most 
talented Canucks Captain 
in franchise history. 
#4 – Daniel Sedin 
It’s hard to separate the 
Sedin twins since they’re 
pretty much identical 
players on and off the ice. 
Henrik and Daniel are 
both still on the Canucks 
and they’ve already 
solidified their positions 
as some of the all-time 
best Canucks players. 
Now that’s saying some-
thing. Daniel has put up 
279 goals, 439 assists, and 
718 points in 859 career 
games as a Vancouver 
Canuck and doesn’t look 
like he’s slowing down. 
Daniel took home his 
first NHL award in the 
2010–11 season, capturing 
the Art Ross trophy as the 
league’s leading scorer.
#3 – Henrik Sedin 
The current captain of the 
Canucks showed exactly 
how much this team 
can rely on him when 
brother Daniel went 
down with an injury in 
the 2009–2010 season. 
Henrik carried the team 
on his shoulders, going 
on to capturing the Art 
Ross trophy that year 
with 112 points along 
with the Hart Memorial 
Trophy as the league’s 
Most Valuable Player. 
He is currently first in 
all-time assists with 
576 and second in all-
time scoring with 747 
points—nine points 
under leading scorer 
Näslund. The dynamic 
duo of both Sedin broth-
ers has proven deadly 
to opposing teams, 
especially on the cycle 
in the offensive zone.
#2 – Pavel Bure 
The Russian Rocket is 
by far the flashiest and 
most talented player to 
ever wear a Canucks 
sweater. His rocket-like 
presence was instantly 
felt in Vancouver as he 
had back-to-back 60 goal 
seasons in his second 
and third years in the 
NHL. He scored 254 
goals, 224 assists, and 
478 points in 428 games 
as a Canuck and helped 
the team to the Stanley 
Cup Finals in the 1994 
playoffs. And because 
of his successful career 
Bure was inducted into 
the Hockey Hall of Fame 
this year. However, the 
fact that Bure demanded 
a trade out of Vancouver 
has left—years later—a 
sour betrayed feeling in 
Canucks fans towards 
the Russian Rocket. 
Despite all of this, 
number 96 remains to 
be the second-best all-
time Canucks player.
#1- Trevor Linden 
Captain Canuck; the 
Canadian Captain 
playing for a Canadian 
team—it just sounds 
good. Linden is and will 
go down as the all-time 
greatest Canuck player 
in franchise history. His 
leadership on and off the 
ice proved vital through-
out his entire career, from 
leading his team to the 
1994 Stanley Cup Finals, 
to mentoring the younger 
players in his later years, 
his presence was undeni-
able. Linden is third in 
scoring with 733 points, 
second in goals with 318, 
third in assists with 415, 
and first in games played 
with 1138. Number 16’s 
jersey was retired into 
the rafters, and now sits 
in Rogers Arena beside 
numbers 12—Smyl, 
and 19—Näslund. 
He will forever be a 
Vancouver Canuck. 
The definition of the word “craft”:Skill in doing or making some-
thing, as in the arts; proficiency.
An occupation or trade requiring man-
ual dexterity or skilled artistry.
The definition of the word “beer”:
A fermented alcoholic beverage brewed 
from malt and flavored with hops
Merge “craft” and “beer” you get something that 
tastes delicious and is growing in leaps and bounds 
in popularity throughout southwestern B.C.  
We are blessed with a growing legion of craft brewers in 
Vancouver including: Coal Harbour, Storm, Parallel 49, 
Howe Sound, R&B and Central City. The Generation Y 
crowd and older long-term home brewers are driving 
the marketplace and demanding better tasting beer with 
innovative seasonal flavours.  These beer geeks are turned 
off by domestic classics like Molson and Labatt want to 
see constant innovation in their beverage of choice. 
New driving laws are forcing customers to consume less 
at pubs, restaurants and lounges, but they are treat-
ing themselves to one or two award-winning craft beers. 
Walkers and bicyclists are known to enjoy even a few more.
Pumpkin ales and now lagers are all the rage in this 
Oktoberfest season. Men and increasingly women love 
this “umpappa” season flavor. Next up are the winter 
seasonal drafts like Howe Sound Father John, Granville 
Island Winter Ale and the Whistler Winter Dunkel.
If you’re looking for a tasty pint of Howe Sound 
Pumpkineater ale or Whistler Chestnut Ale head into Roo’s 
Pub. Roo’s carries six craft beers on draft and has over 20 
craft bottles. The even better news is that the large majority 
of these craft beers are brewed in and around Coquitlam. 
Look forward to seeing you soon, 
Brad Nielsen
Pub Manager ~ Roo’s Pub
www.roospub.com 
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Sinclair in the right
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
FIFA has suspended Christine Sinclair for 
four games and fined her 
approximately $3,500 for 
“unsporting behavior 
towards match officials,” 
a.k.a., the Canada-
USA semi-final in the 
Olympics. The Canadian 
Soccer Association is 
picking up the tab for 
the fine and Sinclair has 
accepted her suspension 
without complaint, but 
in a fair world, the sus-
pension and the events 
leading up to it would 
never have happened.
I still remember 
that game back in the 
summer. Sinclair put in 
one of the most inspir-
ing performances I’ve 
ever seen from a player, 
scoring a hat trick and 
putting Canada up 
3–2 in the second half. 
And then Christiana 
Pedersen, the referee for 
the match, truly left her 
mark on the game. With 
Erin McLeod carrying 
the ball out preparing to 
punt it, Pedersen called 
her for holding the ball 
for too long. The call is 
almost never made, and 
when it is, the player is 
generally given a warn-
ing first. The Canadian 
team denied that there 
had been a warning, but 
the Americans said there 
were several. Regardless, 
Pedersen gave the free 
kick, the Americans took 
a shot, hit a Canadian 
arm, got a penalty shot, 
scored, and then won it 
in extra time. Canadian 
players were outraged 
after the game. “We feel 
like we didn’t lose, we 
feel like it was taken from 
us,” said Sinclair. “It’s 
a shame in a game like 
that, that was so impor-
tant, the ref decided the 
result before it started.”
She has since said 
that she didn’t “ulti-
mately believe [Pedersen] 
went into the match hop-
ing the U.S. would win.” 
However, she also didn’t 
regret her comments, 
“We just lost the chance 
to play for an Olympic 
gold medal. I was very 
emotional. I wouldn’t 
want to change that.” But 
let’s face it, that game 
was atrociously offici-
ated. It was difficult not 
to scream at the referee 
the entire game due to 
the absurd perceived 
bias. Yes, there were a 
few calls against Canada 
that should have been 
called too, such as the 
Canadian kicking the 
American’s head, but 
overall it was lopsided 
for the States. Sinclair 
had every right to make 
those comments, though 
perhaps they should 
have been directed at 
someone slightly higher 
than just the referee.
FIFA has its own 
agenda. There’s no 
point hiding that they’re 
corrupt, and it’s start-
ing to get painfully 
obvious. Anyone who 
says otherwise is simply 
deluding himself. Going 
back to the 2006 World 
Cup, Italy took the top 
prize. But does anyone 
remember how they 
got there? Diving and 
screaming all over the 
pitch. And that’s typical 
of Italian soccer, but usu-
ally enough of the calls 
are spotted for what they 
are. However, in 2006, 
not only were a large 
number of them called, 
but there were other 
dubious calls that aided 
the Azzurri. In the group 
stage, with the Italian 
advance to the knockout 
round still in doubt, 
Italy played the USA. 
The Americans scored a 
goal, clearly onside, only 
for the referee and his 
linesman to call it off. The 
game would ultimately 
end in a tie, giving the 
Italians a point, but more 
importantly, holding the 
Americans to one as well. 
Later in the tournament, 
in the knockout stage, 
there was the infamous 
penalty shot awarded 
when Fabio Grosso took 
a blatant dive over Lucas 
Neill, who was already 
on the ground. The rest 
is history. Same story 
at the 2010 World Cup 
with Spain finishing on 
top. Flagrant displays 
of favouritism as the 
referees continuously 
awarded free kicks to 
the Spanish as they 
flopped on the pitch. 
And this brings us to 
the Olympics. Japan had 
played the USA in the 
most recent World Cup 
final. Japan had won. 
In the Olympics, Japan 
made a dazzling run to a 
final again. Now who do 
you think FIFA wanted 
to play the Japanese? A 
Canadian squad with 
a 32 million person 
country following them 
or a tantalizing rematch 
of the World Cup final? 
Last point here is that 
it took FIFA two months 
to suspend Sinclair. Why 
didn’t they suspend her 
right after the game? Did 
new information come 
up that wasn’t available 
then? They just sat on it 
for two months, killing 
time. They knew full well 
how bad the Canada-
USA game looked, and 
suspending Sinclair for 
the bronze medal game 
(which they should have, 
if they had nothing to 
be guilty of) would look 
even worse. The negative 
publicity would likely 
have extended beyond 
just Canadian television 
and quick side notes 
on Olympic programs. 
It could have landed 
FIFA in a very blinding 
and very unfriendly 
spotlight. By holding off 
the suspension until now, 
Canada got its medal 
(slight consolation) and 
the rest of the world 
has ceased to follow the 
story at all. It’s a non-
story now, but FIFA still 
manages to maintain an 
aura of professionalism 
by showing the world 
that they’re punishing 
a player for abusing a 
referee. Well played, 
FIFA. Well played.
Suspension of belief
Christine Sinclair 
Photo courtesy of Canadian Press
FIFA has its own agenda. There’s no point hiding that 
they’re corrupt, and it’s starting to get painfully obvious. 
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By Joel MacKenzie, 
Staff Writer
The CFL’s campaign to raise money and 
awareness for women’s 
cancers this October 
is both generous, and 
a clear sign of the 
breakdown of the strict 
divides between gender 
roles in our culture.
Members of all of 
the CFL’s eight teams 
are dressed in partially 
pink attire this October 
as part of this campaign, 
called CFL PINK, created 
to raise awareness of 
cancers typically affecting 
women. The league is 
also hosting events and 
raising money for the 
cause, and encouraging 
their fans to do the same.
The players’ clothing 
includes pink gloves, 
wrist bands, helmet 
decals, and other items, 
while the sideline team 
personnel have pink 
whistles and other 
apparel.
Each team is raising 
money for different 
charities through the 
cause. The BC Lions 
are raising money for 
the Canadian Cancer 
Society, and are currently 
selling pink merchandise 
by donation. On their 
website, pink hoodies 
and hats are available 
for purchase, with $10 
from each hoodie and 
five from each hat being 
donated to the society.
The Calgary 
Stampeders are also 
raising money for 
the Canadian Cancer 
Society, with two 
players taking it a step 
further with a more 
personal contribution. 
On Saturday, October 
20, during their game 
against the Hamilton 
Tiger-Cats, players Jon 
Gott and Obby Khan 
donned pink beards, 
after reaching goals of 
(respectively) $5,000 and 
$7,000 donated by fans 
towards the Pink Power 
Campaign, a cancer-
awareness movement 
led by Calgary veteran 
Randy Chevrier. 
Chevrier’s mother is a 
breast cancer survivor.
It’s not a stretch to 
say that countless other 
players and their family 
members have been 
affected by cancer. In 
fact, I don’t think it’s 
a stretch to say that 
virtually everyone 
in North America has 
been affected by cancer, 
whether directly or 
indirectly.
This movement is 
impressive, in that it very 
explicitly draws attention 
away from the game 
to put it on something 
much more important. 
But, more than that, it 
draws attention to the 
fact that the cancer 
that primarily affects 
women affects 
everyone. Doing 
this in football, 
obviously often 
seen as one 
of the 
“manlier” sports, marks 
the clear sign of the 
progression that our 
society is taking. By this 
campaign and countless 
other similar ones 
lightheartedly blurring 
the line between gender 
specific clothing, they 
simultaneously blur the 
lines that separate people 
in general, specifically 
for something as petty as 
strictly enforcing gender-
specific actions.
The progressively pink CFL
This movement is impressive, in that it very 
explicitly draws attention away from the game to 
put it on something much more important.
Men’s soccer team; 
League Champions
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
The regular season for the PACWEST 
soccer league came to a 
close this past weekend, 
with the Royals men’s 
soccer team finishing 
their successful season 
as league champions 
with 33 points—four 
points ahead of second 
place, the VIU Mariners. 
They finished their final 
two games with a 6–1 
blowout victory over 
the Quest Kermodes 
on Saturday and a 4–3 
loss on Sunday to the 
Langara Falcons.  This 
weekend the Royals 
will be travelling to 
Squamish to take 
part in the Provincial 
Championships as 
a warm-up for the 
National Championships 
that Douglas College 
is hosting at David 
Lam campus on 
November 7 to 10. 
The women’s 
soccer team will not be 
advancing to the post-
season after finishing 
their regular season 
with a 1–0 loss to the 
Kermodes and a 4–2 
loss to the Falcons on 
Sunday. They finished 
their season with four 
wins and 14 points in 13 
games.
The men’s volleyball 
team had a successful 
weekend with back-
to-back 3–1 match 
wins against the COTR 
Avalanche on Thursday 
and Friday. They are 
currently first in the 
league with four wins 
and eight points. This 
Friday and Saturday 
the Royals host the CBC 
Bearcats at the New 
Westminster campus, 
both games at 8 p.m. 
The women’s 
volleyball team split 
their back-to-back games 
with the Avalanche this 
past weekend, at a game 
apiece. The Royals won 
on Thursday 3–2 and 
lost on Friday 3–1. They 
are fifth in the league 
with two wins and four 
points. This weekend 
they play the Bearcats on 
Friday and Saturday at 
6 p.m. here at Douglas 
College. 
Royals Roundup
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Ottawa awarded 
third CFL team
By David Hollinshead, 
Contributor
The city of Ottawa is now preparing to 
enter the CFL for the 
third time, after the 
Ottawa Renegades were 
suspended in 2006. The 
franchise was awarded 
to Ottawa 67’s hockey 
club owner Jeff Hunt in 
2008 and four years later 
all the legalities have 
been settled, and Ottawa 
is primed for their 
comeback. 
Ottawa has a long-
standing history in the 
CFL, as the Ottawa 
Rough Riders (not 
to be confused with 
the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders) were a 
founding member of 
the league, winning 
nine Grey Cups in 
their 120 year history. 
The franchise would 
eventually come into 
poor ownership and 
was forced to fold in 
1996. Five years later, the 
city would be awarded 
another franchise, calling 
themselves the Ottawa 
Renegades. The team 
never had a winning 
season and was forced to 
be suspended after 2006. 
It is up for debate which 
name the new Ottawa 
franchise will go with, 
the least likely being 
they return to the Rough 
Riders. If they did decide 
to go with their oldest 
name, the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders would fight 
it, and Jeff Hunt doesn’t 
need more legal actions 
to deal with. 
The most likely 
choice would be to go 
back to the Renegades, 
as the Renegades already 
have a solid fan base 
following with “Gade 
Nation” and, since the 
franchise never formally 
folded, they could return 
to it. The new Ottawa 
team will be given every 
chance to start competing 
right away. There will be 
a three-round expansion 
draft where Ottawa will 
pick players from the 
other teams to build their 
roster. Each team can 
protect a certain number 
of players, and 
no team can 
lose two of 
the same 
position. 
The first 
round 
is the 
import 
round, 
and the 
remaining two 
are for non-imports. The 
Ottawa team will also 
be given the first pick of 
every round of the CFL 
entry draft the year after 
their inaugural season. 
Despite only having 
eight picks of imports, 
Ottawa has several 
quality players that can 
fall into their lap if they 
play their cards right and 
are aggressive in free 
agency. 
There are several 
quarterbacks that Ottawa 
can draft and still be 
competitive. After losing 
quarterback Drew 
Tate for the season, the 
Calgary Stampeders 
were forced to start 
Kevin Glenn, who has 
led them to a second 
place standing in the 
West and has kept the 
team offense rolling 
strong. He will most 
likely not be protected, 
as he is a proven veteran 
in the league, a leader, 
and the perfect choice 
for Ottawa’s starting QB. 
They will most likely 
want to draft a 
second 
quarterback, 
unless they call up free 
agent man-child Casey 
Printers or go with a 
Canadian (unlikely).  The 
younger quarterbacks 
that would be available 
would be Saskatchewan’s 
Drew Willy, Hamilton’s 
Quinton Porter, and 
Edmonton’s Matt 
Nichols. BC’s Mike Riley 
would also be available, 
but considering how 
stocked the Lions are 
at receiver, it would be 
more beneficial to go 
there when picking from 
BC. 
At tail back, they 
may not even need to 
draft one, as tailbacks are 
not only easy to find in 
the CFL, import or non-
import, but Cory Boyd is 
currently sitting in free 
agency. Former all-star 
Boyd started this year for 
the Toronto Argonauts 
and led the league in 
rushing before being 
cut for Chad Kackert. 
He was quickly picked 
up by Edmonton, but 
was the odd man out 
when Canadian Jerome 
Messam came back from 
Miami. 
At receiver, Ottawa 
can look right at BC 
and 
have 
a whole pool of 
choices. Ernest Jackson, 
Kierrie Johnson, Akeem 
Foster, Paris Jackson, 
Keith Godding are all 
players that will most 
likely not be protected, 
giving Ottawa a choice 
of deep threat or slot 
possession, import or 
non-import, young or 
experienced, leaving 
their mouths watering. 
Arland Bruce might also 
not return to the Lions 
as his role has not only 
diminished, but after 
being injured and the 
emergence of both Nick 
Moore and Courtney 
Taylor leave him 
expendable. 
Hamilton’s Dave 
Stala, Edmonton’s 
Dobson Collins, and 
Toronto’s Maurice Mann 
would round out a solid 
receiving corpse well 
as Free agencies import 
Ryan Grice-Mullen. The 
Ottawa team also has a 
lot of potential choices 
on defense. Edmonton 
has great defensive line 
depth and Ottawa could 
probably score former 
NFLer Rashad Jeanty 
and could look at other 
NFL rejects to fill the 
other defensive end 
need. Canada has also 
recently been producing 
more defensive line 
talent like BCs Jabar 
Westerman, Miami 
Dolphins linebacker 
Jamar Westerman, and 
Dallas Cowboys Tyrone 
Crawford, so drafting 
one would be easy 
enough.
 In free agency lies 
defensive tackle Aaron 
Hunt to shore up the 
d-line. Former all-
star Hunt is a perfect 
example of a team first 
guy, mentor, and leader. 
There’s plenty of talent at 
linebacker in the league, 
and the Canadian draft 
continuously produces 
them. One player that 
Ottawa has to target is 
BC non-import James 
Yurichuk who just 
lost the starting job 
to Adam Bighill who 
is having a monster 
season. Yurichuk, in 
his small role, has two 
interceptions on this 
year. CFL teams like to 
use a Canadian safety, so 
Ottawa could draft one, 
while also looking at Tad 
Kornegay, currently of 
the Calgary Stampeders 
to lead the secondary. 
Kornegay was a fan 
favourite and captain 
of the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders before he 
was cut after a terrible 
start to their season, and 
later helped the BC Lions 
turn their season around 
to a Grey Cup victory 
last year. The Ottawa 
franchise looks to arrive 
in 2013, and will have 
a great opportunity to 
compete right away.
The most likely choice would be to go back to the 
Renegades, as the Renegades already have a solid 
fan base following with “Gade Nation” and, since the 
franchise never formally folded, they could return to it. 
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Humour.
By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
 
The Internet is full of comedy gold, and nothing glitters brighter than these 
hilarious forgotten YouTube comedy classics.
This week we revisit one of my favourite YouTube animated series “Llamas with Hats,” created by Jason Steele in 2009. Jason became 
famous(ish) for his previous series “Charlie the Unicorn” and other 
ridiculous adult animations like “Marshmallow People.”  “Llamas with 
Hats” follows the banter between two lovable llamas, Carl, a dangerous 
sociopath with a long history of violence, and Paul, the whiney llama who 
likes to take the moral high ground.
Nothing’s cuter than 
your four-year-old 
saying ‘On your knees 
and give me candy’
By Livia Turnbull, 
Halloween Costume 
Advisor
Finding a good cos-tume for kids can be 
hard, especially when 
the stores are all sold out 
of Angry Birds and Star 
Wars outfits. However, 
before some parents fall 
back to traditional mon-
sters for costume ideas, 
they should check out 
some 50 Shades of Grey 
costumes for their kids.
50 Shades of Grey, 
the erotic thriller popular 
with middle-aged 
suburban housewives, 
was never thought to 
be marketable towards 
kids—until this year. The 
innovative company, 
Ohgawdno, has recently 
begun manufacturing 
children costumes based 
on the characters from 
the series.
“My wife loves 
those books,” says Jack 
Decadense, CEO of 
Ohgawdno. “She wishes 
for a Christian Grey of 
her very own. I came up 
with children costume 
ideas when she started 
to go to those 50 Shades 
of Grey parties with our 
five-year-old son.”   
The costumes of 
Christian Grey are just 
flying off the shelves 
this year, primarily due 
to middle-aged women 
buying them at an 
alarming rate. The Other 
Press managed to get 
an interview with one 
middle-aged woman at a 
local Walmart who was 
in the process of buying 
two costumes for her 
sons.
“Aren’t these 
costumes just precious?” 
Terri Harecurlur, a sexy 
housewife cooed. “Look 
here, these floggers play 
‘The Flower Duet’ when 
you push a button on 
them!”
When asked about 
the morality of these 
new children’s costumes, 
Harecurlur had this to 
say: “I don’t think these 
costumes are bad for 
kids. I mean, Indiana 
Jones carries a whip and 
Luke Skywalker carries a 
lightsaber. When we give 
those kinds of costumes 
to kids, it teaches them 
that running around 
with weapons is okay. 50 
Shades of Grey, however, 
teaches kids about the 
sacrifices one must make 
for love to make it last.” 
Along with 
manufacturing Christian 
Grey costumes, 
Ohgawdno has also 
made some 
Ana Steele 
costumes as 
well.
“I think 
Fifty Shades of 
Grey teaches 
some very good 
lessons to little 
girls as well,” 
says Harecurlur, 
“it teaches them that 
purity must be kept until 
you meet a man that’ll 
make you forget who you 
were before. The books 
have Ana get everything 
from Christian and I 
think today’s girls should 
be taught the same thing. 
After all, thinking and 
working are hard. Why 
bother doing that when 
you can just have a rich 
man to take care of you?” 
50 Shades of Grey Halloween costumes now being marketed to children

